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From the Pastor 

Dear Friends, 

One of the most beloved Christmas hymns is celebrating a birthday. Joy to the World is 300 
years old this year. 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing. 

As popular as it is this time of year, the hymn is not based on the narrative 
of Jesus’ birth from Luke 2, nor was it even written as a Christmas hymn. 
The work celebrates Christ’s second coming rather than his incarnation as 
a baby. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness 
And wonders of his love. 

For English poet and pastor, Isaac Watts (1674-1748), the first of several collaborators who 
made the hymn into what we know, Joy to the World is an interpretation of Psalm 98: 

O sing to the Lord a new song, 
 for he has done marvelous things. . . .  
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 
 break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 
Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, 
 with the lyre and the sound of melody. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
 make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. 

Watts writes of the joy that the world will know when Christ comes again and his glory is 
fully revealed. The heavens and the earth will rejoice. All nations will rejoice. Everything 
Jesus came to do—establish peace and justice in a kin-dom of love, will be realized. 

During this Advent season, we will focus on joy in our worship—the joy we find in this and 
other hymns, in the scriptures, in the birth of the One we’re waiting for, and in the trans-
formative power of Christ’s love in our hearts and lives. 

Wishing you much joy this Christmas, 

Ann  
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Worship 

Advent & Christmas Worship Services 

1st Sunday of Advent - December 1                                
Advent Candles: Helen Bury and Mary Thompson          
The Rev. Melissa Keeble will preach and preside at the 
table for the Lord’s Supper. Hanging of the Greens will 
follow the worship service. After the trees are decorat-
ed and the wreaths are hung, everyone will gather in 
the gym to eat. Please bring finger foods/appetizers to 
share.  

 

2nd Sunday of Advent - December 8                             
Advent Candles: The Compton Family                              
We will complete the Hanging of the Greens during 
worship as readers reflect on the important symbols in 
the sanctuary, and children and youth place those 
symbols.  

 

3rd Sunday of Advent - December 15                            
Advent Candles: The Briggs-France Family                      
We will receive the Christmas Joy Offering. 

 

Blue Christmas Worship - December 16 

The Advent and Christmas seasons can be difficult for 
people who are grieving, coping with loss, experienc-
ing depression, and enduring challenges. Because so 
many feel “blue” during this time of year when every-
one else seems joyful, the Stephen Ministers will hold 
a worship service in the church library at 6:00 p.m. If 
you know someone who is struggling or needing com-
fort and support, invite them to his service. Please 
enter the church through the main sanctuary entrance; 
doors will be unlocked by 5:30.  

 

4th Sunday of Advent - December 22 

Advent Candles: George & Libby Milner 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - December 24 

Advent Candles: Iversons and Binettes 

Perhaps the holiest night of the year, Christmas Eve 
ends our Advent waiting as we rejoice in the birth of 
our Savior. Invite your family and friends to a beauti-
ful service at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. We will cele-
brate the Lord’s Supper by intinction. 

 

 

 

December Meetings 

Dec 2 ..................... 2:30 pm Faith Development Team 
 ...................................................... 5:00 pm Mission Team 
 ..................................................... 6:00 pm Facilities Team 
Dec 3 .................................................... 6:00 pm Deacons 
Dec 8 ...................................... 11:00 am Worship Team 
Dec 9 ...................................... 4:30 pm Personnel Team 
 ............................. 5:30 pm Congregational Care Team 
Dec 11 ........................................ 5:00 pm Finance Team 
Dec 17 ................................. 11:30 am Stephen Ministry 
 .................................................................. 6:30 pm Session 
Dec 18 .............................................. 9:30 am Office Staff 

Youth Service 

The youth will lead worship on December 29. Using 
Luke 11:1 and Matthew 6:5-8 as their texts, they will 
present a drama based on The Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Advent Devotional Booklets 

Thanks to members and friends who wrote reflections 
for Advent. Devotional booklets are available in the 
office during the week and in the lounge on Sundays. 
May the devotions inspire and stir you during this holy 
season. 

 

Holiday Closures and Vacations 

The church will be closed on December 24 and 25 and 
on December 31 and January 1. 

Kelly Whitehair will be on vacation December 14-21.  

Pastor Ann will be away December 26-January 5. In 
her absence, the youth will lead worship on December 
29. The Rev. Cindy Harris will preach and preside at 
the Lord’s table on January 5. 

 

 

Staff Christmas Party 

Because staff will travel to Champaign for their Christ-
mas dinner on Thursday, December 12, the church 
office will close at 4:45 that day.  
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Children & Youth, Faith Development, Fellowship 

FPC Youth Ministry Calendar 

Dec 1 ......................................... Hanging of the Greens, 10:45 am 
............................................................ All youth (5th-12th), 6:00 pm 
Dec 8 ......................................................... Sunday school, 10:00 am 
.......................................................... Shining Stars (K-12), 11:00 am 
............................................................ All youth (5th-12th), 6:00 pm 
Dec 11 ............................... Christmas boxes (5th-12th), 5:00 pm 
Dec 15 ....................................................... Sunday school, 10:00 am 
Dec 16 ........................................ Blue Christmas service, 6:00 pm 
Dec 22 ....................................................... Sunday school, 10:00 am 
Dec 28 ................. All youth (5th-12th) worship prep, 11:00 am 
Dec 29 ............................................... Youth lead worship, 9:00 am 
................................................................................ No Sunday School 
.....................................All youth (5th-12th) movie night, 6:00 pm 

December Youth Activities  

Both youth groups will help with Hanging of the 
Greens after worship on December 1. Rumor has it 
that a visitor from the North Pole will make a special 
appearance! 

Shining Stars will meet December 8, 11:00-12:00 noon 
to make Christmas Cookies with Mary Hardy. All chil-
dren and youth are welcome to come. 

Both youth groups will help the deacons make boxes on 
December 11 at 5:00 pm. 

To get ready for the youth-led worship service on the 
last Sunday of the month, both groups will meet on De-
cember 1 and 8, 6:00-7:30 pm to prac-
tice and on December 28 at 11:00 am, 
followed by lunch at Steak ‘n Shake on 
Gilbert at 1:00. The youth will call par-
ents to pick them up at the restaurant 
when they are finished. Youth should be at church by 
9:00 am on December 29 for final worship prepara-
tions. 
 

Sunday Adult Class 

After they finish their final conversation on Just Mercy 
on December 8, the Sunday noon adult class will break 
until January.   
 

Wednesday Afternoon Book Group 

The Wednesday afternoon readers are also on hiatus 
during December. They will resume meeting on Janu-
ary 8 at 2:00 p.m. Watch the bulletin announcement 
and the January Chimes for information about their 
next book.  

Cookie Bake and Walk 

Ruth Circle will again sponsor a Cookie Walk on De-
cember 7, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 in the hallway outside the 
church gym. The proceeds will go to the Deacons’ 
Christmas baskets. This year we will only sell cookies, 
books, puzzles, gently used Christmas decorations, 
jams, jellies and other baked goods and snack foods. 
Please no rummage items.  

We would like you to help us by donating 6-12 dozen 
cookies, used books or puzzles, 
jams, jellies, food snack items, 
and gently used Christmas dec-
orations. A clipboard will be 
passed around for the cookies 
soon. Put this date on your calendar and tell all your 
friends.  

A cookie baking day is scheduled for the church kitchen 
on Thursday, December 5, 8:00 a.m. to mid-afternoon. 
Lisa Taylor will lead us in baking fancy cookies to sell, 
so if you would like a fun morning of baking with your 
friends, please join us.  

Last but not least, we would like to ask for some volun-
teers to help set up and clean up.  

 

Christmas Care Packages to Members 

Thanks to the Congregational Care team for their quiet 
and loving ministry to members who cannot come to 
church. As they do several times throughout the year, 
this month they will deliver bags of Christmas goodies 
to those who are confined to home, assisted living, and 
nursing homes. 

 

Circle Meeting 

Lydia Circle will meet on Thursday, December 12, at 
noon, at the garage of Butch and Shirley Creamer, 1235 
E. Williams. This will be our Christmas Potluck; please 
bring a dish to share. Plates, silverware and beverages 
will be provided.  

Libby Milner will have the devotions and the study 
(Lesson 9 of the book, God's Promise:  I Am with You) 
will be led by Ellen Gramm. A Christmas Story will be 
told, the budget will be dedicated, and pledges for 2020 
will be received.   
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Mission Matters, Deacons, Mail 

Christmas Joy Offering 

The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Pres-
byterian tradition since the 1930s. The Offering dis-
tributes gifts equally to the Assistance Program of the 
Board of Pensions, providing critical financial support 
to current and retired Presby-
terian pastors, ministers, and 
educators during times of fi-
nancial need, and to Presbyter-
ian-related schools and colleg-
es equipping students of color. 
We will receive the Christmas 
Joy Offering on December 15.  

 

Christmas Gift-Giving as Mission 

If you are interested in stress-free and life-changing 
Christmas shopping, the Mission team can help you 
find gifts for the even the hardest person on your list! 

Gift catalogs from the Presbyterian Church and Heifer 
International will be available again this year in the 
lounge for those of you who like to do mission when you 
purchase presents. You can spend as little as $10 or as 
much as $1000 to provide tools, seeds, animals, sewing 
equipment, or even an education for a girl.  

 

Christmas Eve Offering 

During our Christmas Eve worship service, the wood 
offering box will be placed in the back of the sanctuary 
if you would like to give to the Feed the Children Back-
pack Program. As you know, it’s a local program that 
provides a backpack filled with food for Danville stu-
dents to take home over the weekend when they may 
not have access to adequate meals.  

 

Habitat for Humanity Work Day 

Mark your calendars. On Saturday, January 25, 2020, 
First Presbyterian Church will work on a Habitat 
house at 711 W. Columbia St. in Danville, 9:00 a.m. to 
early afternoon. More information will be shared next 
month about what kind of work will be done. 

 

    

 

 

From the Desk of the Deacons 
Merry Christmas Edition 

We had a surplus of candies and cookies and a paucity 
of recipients for our annual Care 
Packages project for college students 
and military. We are grateful to all 
those who contributed but it’s obvious we need more 
college students and/or military names next year if 
we’re going to continue the project. 

Our food pantry sub-committee still has yet to go to 
Bloomington for their planning meeting.  Stay tuned to 
this page for updates on the status of food to be deliv-
ered and prepared for 2020. 

This is the schedule for our annual Christmas Basket 
project: 

· Wednesday December 11, 5:00 p.m. Church mem-
bers and youth assemble approximately 650 boxes 
in the church gym. 

· Friday December 13, 1:00 p.m. We’ll pick up food at 
County Market South and move it into the church 
gym. 

· Saturday December 14 8:30 a.m. We need all avail-
able church members to fill the boxes in the gym. 

If you’re available to work any of those times we could 
really use your assistance. We also would like dona-
tions of gloves, mittens, and scarves to distribute with 
the boxes as well as $$$$ to pay for the food.   

Thanks for all your generous support. 

Yours in Christ, 

Bill Garrison 
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Session 

Memorials 

The following have given memorials in honor of Rosie 
Newton: 

Jim & Linda Anderson    Steve & Judy Laker   
Bob & Nancy Boesdorfer   Bob & Janet Martin  
Donna Boyer       Robert & Janet McFarland-
Dick & Norma Burch    Michael & Bobbie McHone 
Jeanne Burke       Joni McMillin      
Helen Bury        George & Libby Milner  
Steven & Tammy Johnson Cole John Mosser 
Roger & Eva Cornwell    Mark Mullins    
Bob & Margaret Crabb    Mr. & Mrs. James Piercy 
Glee Cumbow       Marge Prideaux 
Linda Curtis        Judith Reddy 
Mary Daniel        Mike & Bev Royce 
Kathy Delzell       Ronald & Kay Smoot 
Terry & Nancy Dolan    Susan Stine 
Carryl Fox        Pamela Storm 
Bill & Sue Garrison     Cassandra Szaras 
Mike & Karen Gibson    Diana Szaras 
Tom & Jeri Gleichman    Mary Thompson 
Stan & Mary Hardy     Rita Torrey 
Frank & Dorris Hillier    Roland & Roberta Van Camp  
Linda Ingram        (Julie Coberly, Lorinda 
Darrel & Alice Jacobs    Wagener, Alan Van Camp) 
Ray & Mary Ketchum    Rick & Marj Welchans 
Dianna Kirk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Last Call for 2019 Per Capita 

If you have not yet paid your 2019 per capita, please do 
so by December 31. The fee per member (excluding 
children who have not been confirmed) is $42. 

Per capita is one of the ways that all of the congrega-
tions in the PC(USA) are connected. Together we mu-
tually share the costs of traveling/gathering, training 
pastors and ruling elders, serving in the life of the wid-
er church, and discerning in groups small and large 
where God is leading us.  

Session Highlights 

Session met on November 19, 2019. Following are 
highlights of their meeting: 

· 10 out of 12 elders present 

· Examined elders-elect for their readiness and af-
firmed that they are prepared to serve  

· Set January 12, 2020 as the date for ordination 
and installation of new officers 

· Heard about Pastor Ann’s recent study leave/
continuing education experiences 

· Approved plan for new church website that will be 
launched in early 2020 

· Approved updated position description for Music 
Director 

· Approved revised Safe Child Policy and Procedures  

· Voted to accept proposal from the Worship team on 
building an inclusive church 

The next stated Session meeting will be December 17.  

 

Coffee Talk with the Session 

There will be no Coffee Talk in December. Watch this 
space in the January 2020 Chimes for the next time of 
sharing. 

October 2019 Income and Expenses 

Capital Expenses
59%

Congregrational Care
0%

Facil ities
10%

Faith Development
1%

Finance
0%

Mission/Outreach
4%

Personnel
25%

Worship
1%

Expenses October 2019

Managed Funds 
Trans
81%

GF Pledges
19%

GF Bldg 
Rental Inc

0%

GF Other 
Income

0%

Income October 2019
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The Mouse House 
All books and greeting cards  

are now .25 each! 

 

Member Milestones, Prayer List 

Prayer List 

This Week’s Prayer Needs:  Suzanne Otterbacher; Linda Ball (M. 
Thompson) Sheryl Nelson (Pastor Ann); Ruth Pancoast; Lisa Taylor; 
Esther Williams; Libby Carter (K. Whitehair’s sister); Karl Steiner 
(Pastor Ann); Joanne Chacon; Jim Cumbow (G. Cum-
bow’s son); Brad Larson; James Dixson; Bob and Nan 
Coppel (E. Cornwell’s parents); Jeanette Smith (F. Smith’s 
mom); Kelly’s sister; Joyce Varcoeur (E. Williams’ sister); 
John Sant; Sally Masters; Melvin Robinson (J. Laker); 
John & Jim Stewart (V. Stewart’s sons); Jack Wiburn (H. Bury’s son-in
-law); Autumn Schildt; Karen Mullins; Barbara Stover; Bob Crabb; 
Ana Amorin (J. Chacon’s daughter); Morris Cline (J. Cline’s dad); Julia 
Vehlewald (F. Pancoast’s mom); Jeff & Cindy Benefield (B. Royce); 
Phronsie Hart (P. Tarr’s sister-in-law); Larry Mullins (L. Cline); Judy 
Scott (J. Laker); Linda Knoblett (E. Cornwell); Amanda Weaver; Phil 
Briggs  (D. Briggs’ dad); Tamalyn Cervin (H. Bury); Laurie Keys (L. 
Cline); Bob Mendenhall (B. Creamer);  Michelle Skelton (B. Creamer’s 
daughter); Bill Fellwork (B. Creamer); John Grygiel (L. Curtis’ friend); 
John McBride (S. Faulkner’s friend); Wayne Styck (K. Delzell’s brother-
in-law); Edward Conrad (Jean Land’s father); Dave Conner (V. Stew-
art’s friend); Leonardo Luchetti (J. Laker’s great-nephew); Ramona 
Barnes (M. Hardy’s friend);  Judy Scott  (J. Laker); Janet Gale (J. Gilli-
land); Pat Stevens (Cornwells). 

 Those who mourn: The family and friends of  Rosie Newton; Bill 
Fellwork; Ann Corbett (B. McHone’s aunt); Evelyn Chumas (R. Corn-
well’s aunt); Sue Donahoe; Bryan Sampson.  

Ongoing: Teresa Andrews; Diane Bales; Kay Barrett (R. Pancoast’s 
sister); Norma Burch; John Burton (Cornwells’ friend); Iris McHone-
Chase (B. McHone’s granddaughter); Pastor Trent Cloin (L. Cline’s 
friend); Carlene Coddington (Mullins’ friend); Roger Cornwell; Gary 
Crisp (Cornwells’ friend); Wayne Dawes (L. & J. Cline’s friend); Mary 
Dison; Marj Gilliland; Pam Green (L. Green’s sister-in-law); Ray Grif-
fith; Carol Ingram (G. Milner’s cousin); Mary Jane Johnson (R. Pan-
coast’s sister); Deronda Kimberlin; Pat Kuhs; Judy Laker; Brian 
Lemenager; Robbie Lewis; Jim Lyons; John C. Mason, Jr.; Bob 
Miller (C. McLinden’s friend); Debbie Mullins; Natalie Mullins; Barb 
Nelson (S. Townsley’s friend); Kathy Parks; Bob Pyles (R. Pancoast’s 
brother-in-law); Rick Reebee (S. Townsley’s friend); John Rinken-
berger (E. Gramm’s nephew); Mel Robinson (J. Laker’s brother); Jayne 
Robinson (J. Laker’s sister); Amie Rodgers ; Jake Ruder; June 
Seitzinger; Katie Slezak (Curtis family); Denise Smith (B. Royce 
cousin); Lois Stevenson; Jack & Wilma Thomas; Gary Waller; Car-
olyn Walser; Nancy & Charles Winchester; Marjorie Young; Mili-
tary Personnel.   

FPC Candidate for the Ministry: James Potts, M.Div.  

Theological Students: Mary Hoss  (Regent University); Joseph Comp-
ton (Moody Bible Institute). 

December Birthdays 

Karen Schildt ................................ December 2 
Mike Jones .................................... December 6 
Isaac Williams ............................ December 12 
Haley Smiley .............................. December 13  
Darren Whitehair ....................... December 15 
Steve Faulkner ........................... December 19 
Mary Hoss ................................... December 20 
Paula Spriestersbach ................. December 20 
Carly Delzell ............................... December 24 
Lisa Taylor .................................. December 26 
Sarah Smiley .............................. December 27 
Baron Gouty ............................... December 29 
Samantha Wagner ..................... December 29 
Olivia Edington .......................... December 30 
Alicia Angus ................................ December 31 

 

December Anniversaries 
Dick & Norma Burch ................... December 2 
Roger & Eva Cornwell ................. December 6 
Bill & Sue Garrison .................... December 22 

 
 

Member News 
 

Please change your church directory to include this cor-
rected address for Steve Bowler: 1005 N Walnut St.  
 
 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholarship 

Applications are now being accepted for the MLK, Jr. 
Scholarship. Candidates must attend high school in 
Danville, Illinois and be scheduled to graduate this 
school year. Students must have a C average and must 
submit a personal essay they have written based on Dr. 
King’s “I Have a Dream” speech. Several letters of rec-
ommendations and financial information are also re-
quired. Applications and instructions are available in 
the church office. All materials must be submitted to 
the MLK Committee at the Human Relations Office, 17 
W. Main St., Danville, by 4:30 p.m. on Friday, Decem-
ber 6. The recipient of the $4,000 scholarship will be 
announced at the MLK celebration banquet in January. 
For additional information, call 431-2280. 

 
 



Christmas Reflection, Church Mailbox, Community Needs 

1 Corinthians 13: A Christmas Version 

If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows, 
 strands of twinkling lights and shiny balls,             
 but do not show love to my family,                             
 I’m just another decorator.  

If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of      
 Christmas cookies, preparing gourmet meals,        
 and arranging a beautifully adorned table                 
 at mealtime, but do not show love to my family,      
 I’m just another cook.  

If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home 
 and give all that I have to charity, but do not show 
 love to my family, it profits me nothing.  

If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels and        
 crocheted snowflakes, attend a myriad of holiday   
 parties and sing in the choir’s cantata,                     
 but do not focus on those I love the most,                     
 I have missed the point.  

In other words . . .                                                      

Love stops the cooking to hug a child.  

Love sets aside the decorating to kiss the spouse. 

Love is kind, though harried and tired.  

Love doesn’t envy another’s home that has                
 coordinated Christmas china and table linens.  

Love doesn’t yell at the kids to get out of the way,       
 but is thankful they are there to be in the way.  

Love doesn’t give only to those who are able to give in 
 return but rejoices in giving to those who can’t.  

Love bears all things, believes all things,                 
 hopes all things, endures all things.  

Love never fails.  

Video games will break, pearl necklaces will be lost, 
 golf clubs will rust.  

But the gift of love will endure.  

Submitted by Libby Milner (from the Internet)  
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In the Church Mailbox 

Dear Church Family, 
We would like to give a heartfelt THANK YOU to so 
many of you who helped with Mom’s funeral luncheon, 
supported us with your love and pray-
ers, and memorialized her with your 
gifts. Hugs to all of you!     
Diana, Bev, and Janice 
 
Dear Sheila, 
Please convey my thanks to Ann and the congregation 
for the cards and prayers. It is good to be remembered. 
I am still moving slowly but grateful for no broken 
bones. 
Love of Christ, 
Virginia Wiederhirn 

 
For donation given for student servers at 190th brunch 
Dear First Presbyterian Church, 
Thank you your generous donation to the Schlarman 
Foundation, established in 1974 to provide continuing 
financial support to Schlarman Academy. The Schlar-
man Foundation strives to fulfill its mission to “Teach 
as Christ Taught.” Your gift is greatly appreciated. 
The Board of Directors of the Schlarman Foundation 

 

Hospice Volunteers Needed  

Carle Hospice is looking for compassionate individuals 
to help serve the community by 
providing respite care and com-
panionship to hospice patients for 
just a few hours. Some activities 
include listening to concerns, be-
ing a support person, keeping the 
patient company, writing a letter, 
or reading to the patient. Volun-

teers are not asked to provide any type of health ser-
vices; their role is to provide friendly visits. Volunteers 
who are bilingual or have therapy pets are highly en-
couraged to apply. If you are interested, visit Carle.org/
volunteer and click the Hospice button to complete an 
application. If you have questions or would like more 
information, call (217) 383-8721 or email Despi-
na.Hadjiagapiou@carle.com. 
 
 
 



The Chimes (U.S.P.S. 105-640) is 
published monthly by First Presby-
terian Church, 100 N. Franklin, Dan-
ville, IL 61832-5795. Periodical post-
age paid at Danville, IL. Postmaster: 
Send address changes to The 
Chimes, 100 N. Franklin, Danville, IL 
61832-5795. 

First Presbyterian Church Staff 

Pastor/Head of Staff—Rev. Ann Schwartz, 

 revann@fpcdanville.org 

Office Manager—Sheila Smiley 

 sheilasmiley@fpcdanville.org 

Accounts Manager—Paula Spriestersbach 

 paulas@fpcdanville.org 

Youth Director—Kelly Whitehair 

 kellywhitehair@fpcdanville.org 

Music Director—Dotty de Torres 

 dottydetorres@hotmail.com 

Organist—position open 

Custodian—Beau Kingore 

 beaukingore458@gmail.com 

Nursery Director—Amy Iverson 

 amyiverson@fpcdanville.org 

Sound Booth Tech—Anne Binette 

 aeiou111779@gmail.com 

Nursery Attendants—Liz Briggs, Skilea Hall,  

 Joanie Hedlund 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
100 N FRANKLIN ST 
DANVILLE IL 61832-5795 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

First Presbyterian Church 
100 N. Franklin St. 
Danville, IL 61832 
(217) 442-0541 

www.fpcdanville.org 
 

Like us on Facebook 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

8:30 am—5:00 pm 


