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From the Pastor 

Dear Friends, 

The theme of the 190th celebration is from Psalm 126:3: The Lord has done great things for 
us, and we are filled with joy. The words invite our gratitude for all that God has done for 
us in the past and our confident hope in and heartfelt prayer for God’s continuing faithful-
ness now and in the future.  

Psalm 126 was one of the psalms sung by pilgrims going to Jerusalem to 
observe major religious festivals. As they worshiped, their focus was on 
God and on their own need for restoration and renewal—as believers and 
as a community of believers—in order to do what God called them to do. 

Whether you have been a member of this congregation for decades or, you 
are, like I am, relatively new to First Presbyterian, you can undoubtedly see in this place 
the evidence of God’s gracious abundance—and the response to it of God’s people. The sanc-
tuary, stained glass, and organ, for instance, were conceived of, given by, and maintained 
by people wanting to create something magnificent to represent and glorify God. The addi-
tions to the building over time reflected their commitment to grow God’s kingdom in meas-
urable ways. Ministries of compassion and service grew out of their experience of God’s 
goodness. They could have dedicated their time and treasures elsewhere, but this church 
and its mission inspired their generosity. All of us are beneficiaries of their devotion and 
sacrifice.  

Sometimes I think about the thousands of people who have worshiped in this church during 
the past 190 years—who sang their favorite hymns, made music, listened as the scriptures 
were proclaimed, pledged love during weddings, felt comforted during funerals, found pur-
pose in acts of service, were baptized, grew in spiritual maturity, were ordained and in-
stalled to office, discovered God-given gifts they didn’t know they had, established deep 
friendships, and claimed their identity as children of God. I marvel at the impact they sure-
ly had on the world, and I pray that we who now occupy the holy ground that is First Pres-
byterian Church, are able to do that with the passion and dedication of those who came be-
fore us. 

The church and the world are different than they were two centuries ago. What has not 
changed, however, is God’s faithfulness and our inherent need to respond in love, gratitude, 
and generosity to God. May we seek God’s renewing power so that we can. 

Grace and peace, Pastor Ann 
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World Communion Sunday 

The first Sunday in October is designated as World 
Communion Sunday, which acknowledges our oneness 
in Christ with all our brothers and sisters around the 
world. During our worship service on October 6, the 

Rev. Connie Bandy will preach and preside 
at the Lord’s table.  

We will celebrate the sacrament by intinc-
tion that day. To symbolize Christ’s global 
reach and our connection to all God’s chil-
dren, servers will be in the four corners of 
the sanctuary to offer the bread and cup. 

One of the stations will have gluten-free bread. 

Also on that day, we will receive the Peace & Global 
Witness Offering. Your gifts will support church-wide 
ministries of peace and reconciliation (75%) and the 
local Peer Court program for youth (25%), which focus-
es on reconciliation and justice. Please give to support 
this innovative peacemaking effort. 

World Communion Sunday is a gift of the Presbyterian 
Church to the larger ecumenical church.  The first cele-
bration occurred at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in 
Pittsburgh, PA, in 1933. Today, World Communion 
Sunday is celebrated around the world among many 
denominations. 
 

Congregational Meeting 

A stated meeting of the congregation will be held in the 
sanctuary on October 13, immediately following the 
single worship service. The sole purpose of the meeting 
is to affirm the slate of officers as provided by the Nom-
inating Committee. According to our polity, only mem-
bers may speak and vote at congregational meetings. 
 

Circle Meeting 

Lydia Circle will meet on Thursday, October 24, at 
2:00 at the church. Libby Milner is the hostess. Butch 
Creamer will give the devotions. Mary Thompson will 
lead the study, Ch. 7, in God’s Promise: I Am with You. 
 

Sunday Adult Study 

The adult group that meets at noon on Sundays is tak-
ing a hiatus during October. Watch the bulletin an-
nouncements for the topic of their next discussion, 
which will begin November 3. 

 

Celebrating Our History 

First Presbyterian Church will celebrate 190 years of 
faithful ministry in Danville, Illinois, with a celebration 
on Sunday, October 20, 2019.  

Highlights will include: 

· An organ recital by Ray Wiggs, former FPC organ-
ist, 9:00-9:45 am 

· Worship at 9:45 am, featuring organist Dave 
Schroeder and the First Presbyterian choir 

· Reception in the lounge, 10:45-11:15 

· Brunch in the gym at 11:15 

· Proclamations presented by local and state officials 

· An Abraham Lincoln presenter who will share sto-
ries of Lincoln’s travels to and activities in Danville 
as he was traveling the 8th Judicial Court 

· A display of period dress and historical artifacts 
from Susan Biggs Warner of the Vermilion County 
Conservation District, as well as photos and stories 
that members continue to post on the Memory 
Board in the library 

 

 

 

 

Dress for the Occasion 

Sue Richter from the Vermilion County Museum has 
graciously agreed to provide period dress for those 
church members and friends interested in “dressing up” 
for the 190th celebration. Becky Briggs is coordinating 
this effort and will organize a viewing date at the mu-
seum for those who will participate. Please speak with 
Becky Briggs soon so you can be included.  

 

 

Take Home a Piece of History 

First Presbyterian has, but no longer uses, lovely stain-
less steel flatware inscribed with the church’s name. In 
honor of the 190th anniversary, individual place set-
tings will be available to members and friends for a do-
nation. Pieces will be on display at the celebration and 
in the weeks following. Contact Pat Tarr if you have 
questions. 
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Children & Youth, Faith Development, Fellowship 

FPC Youth Ministry Calendar 

Oct. 5 ...................................... Pumpkin Fest, 10:30 am 
Oct. 6 ..................................................No Sunday school 
 ............................ 9th-12th grade youth group, 6:00 pm 
Oct. 13 .................................... Sunday school, 10:00 am 
 ..................... K-4th grade pumpkin painting, 11:00 am 
 .............................. 5th-8th grade youth group, 6:00 pm 
Oct. 20 ................................................No Sunday school 
 ............................ 9th-12th grade youth group, 6:00 pm 
Oct. 26 ..................................... Trunk or Treat, 5:00 pm 
Oct. 27 .................................... Sunday school, 10:00 am 
 .............................. 5th-8th grade youth group, 6:00 pm 

October Activities for Youth 

Beginning in October, the youth groups will start meet-
ing on Sundays, 6:00-7:30 p.m. On the first and third 
Sundays of the month, 9th-12th graders will gather for 
study, discussion, and fun. On the second and fourth 
Sundays, all youth in grades 5-8 will do the same. On 
the months that there is a 5th Sunday, a fun activity 
will be scheduled for all ages to attend. And at least six 
times a year, the youth will take part in a mission pro-
ject in the community. It’s going to be a great year! 

On Saturday, October 5, all youth will meet at Dan-
ville Temple Plaza at 10:30 a.m. for Pumpkin Fest 
2019. Their mission activity for the day will be to help 
little kids paint pumpkins. The event will end at 4:00. 

All youth in grades 5-12 who are helping with Trunk or 
Treat on Saturday, October 26, should please be at the 
church by 5:00 p.m. 
 

Pumpkin Painting for Younger Children 

On Sunday, October 13, children in grades K-
4 will paint pumpkins in the gym after wor-
ship. They can take their masterpieces home 
with them as Halloween decorations! Let Kelly 
Whitehair know how many in your family will 

participate. 
 

Presentation of Bibles 

On September 15, the following youth received their 
own Bibles from the church: Alicia Angus, Caleb 
Briggs, Gracie Briggs, Liz Briggs, Molly Compton, 
Jamarion Harris, Briana Hedlund, Kaelyn Miller, Mat-
thew Miller, Meagan Schildt, Jacob Sykes, and Gracee 
Whitehair. 

Trunk or Treat 

The entire church family is invited to Trunk or Treat on 
Saturday, October 26. Decorate yourself and your ve-
hicle, if you wish, and 
meet in the church 
parking lot by 5:00 p.m. 
The public will begin 
trick or treating at 6:00. We need lots of candy dona-
tions, so even if you cannot come, please donate a bag 
(or two or three) of sweet treats! As in the past, we ex-
pect hundreds of people.  
 

Praise and Thanks Dinner 

Ruth Circle is planning the Praise and Thanks Dinner 
for November 24.  Every year we gather with our fam-
ilies and our church family for a dinner after the Sun-
day service to give thanks for the year ahead. The Cir-
cle will provide turkey and stuffing, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, rolls and green beans. We need your deli-
cious side dishes and desserts too, so bring something 
to share. We also need people to help prepare the meal 
and clean up afterwards. If you are able to help, please 
contact Pat Tarr.—Judy Iverson 
 

Cookie Walk 

Ruth Circle will again sponsor a Cookie Walk on De-
cember 14, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 in the hallway outside 
the church gym. The proceeds will go to the Deacons’ 
Christmas baskets. This year we will only sell cookies, 
books, puzzles, gently used Christmas decorations, 
jams, jellies and other baked goods and snack foods. 
Please no rummage items.  

We would like you to help us by donating 6-12 dozen 
cookies, used books or puzzles, jams, jellies, food snack 
items, and gently used Christmas decorations. A clip-
board will be passed around for the cookies soon. Put 
this date on your calendar and tell all your friends.  

A cookie baking day is scheduled for the church kitchen 
on Thursday, December 12, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00. Lisa 
Taylor will lead us in baking fancy cookies to sell, so if 
you would like a fun morning of baking with your 
friends, please join us.  

Last but not least, we would like to ask for some volun-
teers to help set up and clean up.  
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Mission, Deacons, Mail 

Mission Matters 

The Mission Team will collect BINGO prizes for the VA 
in late October and early November. Popular items in-
clude: toiletry items, socks, puzzle/activity books, large 
print novels, coloring books/crayons/colored pencils, 
stocking caps or hats, decks of cards or other games. A 
box will be available in the lounge on October 27.  

First Presbyterian Church will once again support OSF 
and the community by sponsoring a Christmas tree at 
the Festival of Trees. This year’s event theme is 
“Spread the Cheer,” so in decorating the church’s tree, 

the Mission Team will offer “Joy 
to the World.” Proceeds from 
this year’s event will help indi-
viduals with transportation 
challenges get to medical ap-
pointments with the purchase of 
a Medivan.  

Upcoming mission opportunities: 

October 6: Peace & Global Witness Offering on World 
Communion Sunday 

November: Prizes for Bingo games for patients/
residents at the VA 

December 22: Christmas Joy Offering   

 

 

Presbyterian Women Fall Meeting 

The Presbyterian Women of the Southeastern Illinois 
Presbytery invite you to their fall gathering on Satur-
day, October 26, at the Mattoon First Presbyterian 
Church, 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. All women of the Pres-
bytery are invited, including guests from outside the 
church. 

The day’s activities include refreshments, worship, PW 
business, program, and lunch. The program topics are 
Food Justice, Jubilee Living, and Equipping People for 
Service. Guest speakers will be Cyndy Ash, minister of 
Jubilee Farms United Church of Christ in Clinton, IL, 
and Bill Duey, director of Fit-2-Serve in Mattoon, a 
recipient of a 2019 PW Thank Offering Grant.  

Lunch is $7. Please bring non-perishable donations to 
support the Mattoon Food Pantry. To register, RSVP to 
the church office at 217-234-6722 or 10 Charleston 
Ave, Mattoon 61938 by October 21. 

From the Desk of the Deacons 

Progress is being made.  The subcommittee for explor-
ing alternatives to the food pantry which will cease op-
erations on December 31, 2019 met on 
September 10, 2019. Chairperson Di-
ana Szaras presented a second alter-
native. As a result of that discussion the committee will 
be making a trip to the food pantry in Bloomington. 
The goal of the trip is get a better understanding of pro-
cedural and process operations of the food pantry in 
relation to the mission and goals of the church. The 
committee will be presenting some preliminary 
thoughts on potential directions at the Deacons’ Octo-
ber meeting. 

Thanks to everyone who attended the Church picnic. 
There was a good turnout, and the weather was great. 
Special thanks to New Edition for providing the Kona 
Ice truck. The snow cones were a big hit!  

We want to thank everyone who provides financial sup-
port for the work of the Deacons.  It is truly appreciat-
ed.  But even more, we want to thank everyone for the 
help and assistance with the Deacons’ efforts to contin-
ue one of the missions that Christ placed before us, ser-
vice to others. —George Schildt 

 

 
In the Church Mailbox 

To FPC Staff and Congregation, 

Words cannot express the gratitude we have for all of 
your thoughts, prayers, love, and food throughout my 
illness, surgery, and recovery. I am blessed beyond 
measure to have you all as co-workers, friends, and 
work church family. 

Much love and many thanks, 

Sheila and John Smiley 
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Session, Presbytery 

Presbytery Report  

A stated meeting of the Presbytery of Southeastern 
Illinois was held on August 29 at First Presbyterian 
Church of Taylorville. Much of the meeting dealt with 
standard matters such as review of financials; comings, 
and goings; and updates of the General Council Manu-
al for the Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois (PSEI). 
Donaldson Presbyterian Church and First Presbyteri-
an Church of Golconda were recognized on the occasion 
of their 200th anniversaries. The Marion Medical Mis-
sion announced it is building 3,000 wells this year to 
provide clean, safe drinking water for people in Mala-
wi. Rev. Jim Garrett gave an informative presentation 
on how Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) helps 
Presbyterians as well as others when disasters occur. 
PDA was “on the ground” within hours in Taylorville, 
Illinois, after the town experienced a tornado on De-
cember 1, 2018. 

The PSEI adopted a Child and Youth Protection Policy 
at this meeting. In most instances it is very similar to 
the one adopted by First Presbyterian Church Danville 
(FPC-D) in 2017.  

The topic generating the most passion and discussion 
concerned the future of the PSEI, especially related to 
financial issues. The future of Camp Carew is being 
considered, particularly with respect to how staff are to 
be funded.  

In the worship service Rev. Jason Schiller brought up 
an interesting point. The church in 2019 is spending a 
lot of time pondering “things were so good in the 1950s. 
What’s gone wrong?” Maybe the question should be 
rephrased: “What did we do wrong in the 1950s, such 
that our children can’t see their need for the church 
today?”—Rita Torrey, Commissioner to PSEI 

 

Per Capita Reminder 

As the end of 2019 nears, the Session offers a gentle 
reminder for you to pay your per capita—you still can! 
Per capita is one of the ways that all of the congrega-
tions in the PC(USA) are connected. Together we mu-
tually share the costs of traveling/gathering, training 
pastors and ruling elders, serving in the life of the wid-
er church, and discerning in groups small and large 
where God is leading us. The 2019 per capita fee for 
each member (excluding children who have not been 
confirmed) is $42.  

Session Highlights 

Session met on September 17, 2019. Following are 
highlights of their meeting: 

· 10 out of 12 elders present 

· Approved suggestion from Deacons to include Good 
News Bibles in Christmas baskets 

· Heard about follow-up visit from Fire Marshall in 
regards to compliance issues and reviewed status 
of bids for fire alarm system 

· Approved letter of transfer for Marj and Rick Wel-
chans to Waverly United Methodist Church in Wa-
verly, Tennessee 

· Accepted anonymous donation of 4 trees to be 
planted near property line on “North 40” lot north 
of the church building 

· Approved lease agreement (with proposed changes) 
between the church and the Dwelling Place 

· Approved purchase of Church Windows Manage-
ment Software at cost of $2,201, along with $519 
annual fee for use by Accounts Manager. Current 
accounts receivable/payable software is more than 
20 years old and costs $1995 annually. New pur-
chase will pay for itself within 18 months. 

· Approved that costs incurred for the 190th Cele-
bration be paid from funds in Georgia E. Ward 
Trust and then Group Work Fund Savings Account 

The next stated Session meeting will be October 15.  

August 2019 Income and Expenses 

Capital Expenses
0%

Congregrational Care
0%

Facil ities
29%

Faith 
Development

0%

Finance
0%

Mission/Outreach
0%

Personnel
69%

Worship
2%

Expenses August 2019

Managed Funds 
Trans
70%

GF Pledges
29%

GF Bldg 
Rental Inc

1%
GF Other 
Income

0%

Income August 2019
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The Mouse House 
All books and greeting cards  

are now .25 each! 

 

Member Milestones, Church Mailbox, Prayer List 

Prayer List 

This week’s needs:  Linda Green; Jim Cumbow (G. Cumbow’s 
son); Brad Larson; Dave Dixon (Pastor Ann); James Dixson; Bob 
and Nan Coppel (E. Cornwell’s parents); Jeanette Smith (F. 
Smith’s mom); Kelly’s sister; Joyce Varcoeur (E. 
Williams’ sister); John Sant; Sally Masters; Melvin 
Robinson (J. Laker); John & Jim Stewart (V. Stew-
art’s sons); Mid Riggle; Lydie Voorhees (J. Voorhees’ 
daughter-in-law); Jack Wiburn (H. Bury’s son-in-
law); Autumn Schildt; Karen Mullins; Myanne 
Compton; Barbara Stover; Bob Crabb; Rosie 
Newton; Ana Amorin (J. Chacon’s daughter); Morris 
Cline (J. Cline’s dad); Julia Vehlewald (F. Pancoast’s mom); Jeff & 
Cindy Benefield (B. Royce); Phronsie Hart (P. Tarr’s sister-in-
law); Larry Mullins (L. Cline); Judy Scott (J. Laker); Linda 
Knoblett (E. Cornwell); Amanda Weaver; Phil Briggs  (D. Briggs’ 
dad); Lori Landers (P. de Place); Tamalyn Cervin (H. Bury); Lau-
rie Keys (L. Cline); Bob Mendenhall (B. Creamer);  Michelle Skel-
ton (B. Creamer’s daughter); Bill Fellwork (B. Creamer); John 
Grygiel (L. Curtis’ friend); John McBride (S. Faulkner’s friend); 
Wayne Styck (K. Delzell’s brother-in-law); Edward Conrad (Jean 
Land’s father); Dave Conner (V. Stewart’s friend); Leonardo Lu-
chetti (J. Laker’s great-nephew); Ramona Barnes (M. Hardy’s 
friend);  Judy Scott  (J. Laker); Janet Gale (J. Gilliland); Pat Ste-
vens (Cornwells). 

Those who mourn: The family and friends of Janet Randall; 
Nancy Fullen, and Myron Bates. 

Ongoing: Teresa Andrews; Diane Bales; Kay Barrett (R. Pan-
coast’s sister); Norma Burch; John Burton (Cornwells’ friend); Iris 
McHone-Chase (B. McHone’s granddaughter); Pastor Trent Cloin 
(L. Cline’s friend); Carlene Coddington (Mullins’ friend); Roger 
Cornwell; Gary Crisp (Cornwells’ friend); Ann Corbett (B. 
McHone’s aunt); Wayne Dawes (L. & J. Cline’s friend); Mary Dison; 
Marj Gilliland; Pam Green (L. Green’s sister-in-law); Ray Grif-
fith; Carol Ingram (G. Milner’s cousin); Mary Jane Johnson (R. 
Pancoast’s sister); Deronda Kimberlin; Pat Kuhs; Judy Laker; 
Brian Lemenager; Robbie Lewis; Jim Lyons; John C. Mason, 
Jr.; Bob Miller (C. McLinden’s friend); Debbie Mullins; Natalie 
Mullins; Barb Nelson (S. Townsley’s friend); Kathy Parks; Bob 
Pyles (R. Pancoast’s brother-in-law); Rick Reebee (S. Townsley’s 
friend); John Rinkenberger (E. Gramm’s nephew); Mel Robinson 
(J. Laker’s brother); Jayne Robinson (J. Laker’s sister); Amie 
Rodgers (S. Hall’s sister); Jake Ruder; Grover Seitzinger; Katie 
Slezak (Curtis family); Denise Smith (B. Royce cousin); Lois Ste-
venson; Jack & Wilma Thomas; Meghan Verkler; Carolyn Wal-
ser; Nancy & Charles Winchester; Marjorie Young; Military 
Personnel.   

FPC Candidate for the Ministry: James Potts, M.Div.  

Theological Students: Mary Hoss  (King University); Joseph 
Compton (Moody Bible Institute). 

Engaged: David Rosendahl & Rachel Riggle 

October Meetings 

Oct 1 .................................................... 6:00 pm Deacons 
Oct 9 ..................... 2:30 pm Faith Development Team 
 ...................................................... 5:00 pm Finance Team 
 .................................................... 6:00 pm Facilities Team 
Oct 13 .................... 10:45 am Congregational Meeting 
 ................................................. 11:00 am Worship Team 
Oct 14 .................................... 4:30 pm Personnel Team 
 ............................. 5:30 pm Congregational Care Team 
Oct 15 ....................................... 11:00 am Mission Team 
 ................................................ 3:30 pm Stephen Ministry 
 .................................................................. 6:30 pm Session 
Oct 16 .............................................. 9:30 am Office Staff 

 

October Birthdays 
Linda Curtis .................................... October 1 
Wilma Thomas ................................ October 1 
Linda Green ..................................... October 2 
Jim Gilliland .................................... October 3 
Bob Martin ....................................... October 4 
Joanie Hedlund ............................... October 6 
Tom de Torres .................................. October 7 
Marjorie Gilliland ............................ October 9 
Ellen Gramm ................................. October 12 
Jim DeBoer .................................... October 13 
Dick Burch ..................................... October 14 
Molly Compton .............................. October 17 
Sue Garrison .................................. October 18 
Becky Briggs .................................. October 19 
Noah Strong ................................... October 23 
Linda Anderson ............................. October 26 
Wes Grimes .................................... October 27 
Dave Briggs ................................... October 28 
Karen Gibson ................................. October 29 

 
 
 

 

October Anniversaries 
Seth & Julie McHone ...................... October 3 
Ann Schwartz & Wade Meranda .. October 12 
Josh & Myanne Compton ............. October 14 
Anne & Jason Binette ................... October 23 
Jim & Marj Gilliland ..................... October 30 



Church History 

The Battle of the Schools 

By Joseph Barnhart, The Commercial News 

A trial that shook Danville to its foundation was that of 
Fithian vs. Casseday at the October term, 1851. Wil-
liam Fithian MD was the plaintiff; George W. 
Casseday, an early settler, was the defendant. The suit 
rose over the erection of two seminaries. 

In 1850 the Danville Seminary, called the Red Semi-
nary, was incorporated by member of the Methodist 

Church and constructed at Main and 
Pine Streets. Immediately thereafter 
some members of the Presbyterian 
Church started another seminary at the 
northeast corner of Vermilion and Semi-
nary Streets, which they called the 

White Seminary. A bitter rivalry developed between 
these two schools, and they frequently engaged in per-
sonal quarrels. Casseday of the Red Seminary wrote an 
article attacking Dr. Fithian, whereupon the doctor 
filed a libel suit for $25,000. 

When the case came to court, there was assembled in 
our old brick courthouse the most brilliant array of 
counsel ever to appear in one case in the county. Three-
hundred pound David Davis of Bloomington was the 
presiding judge. Abraham Lincoln, Usher F. Linder and 
Oliver L. Davis filed the suit for Fithian. Casseday’s 
counsel was Hannegan, Peters, Murphy and Lamon.  
(The Lincoln-Lamon partnership had not yet been 
formed.) Edward A. Hannegan was one of the most elo-
quent orators of his day, had served in Congress, and 
had been a minister to Russia. 

When Samuel G. Craig, circuit clerk, called the case, 
the courtroom and corridors were jammed and hun-
dreds were in the public square. The jury list selected 
contained the names of many pioneer families.   

A fourteen-page declaration filed in this suit is in the 
very legible handwriting of O.L. Davis. Part of one 
count says: “Whereas the said defendant, contriving, 
and wickedly and maliciously intending to injure the 
said plaintiff in his good name, fame, and credit and to 
bring him into public scandal, infamy and disgrace with 
and amongst his neighbors and other good and worthy 
subjects of this government, did on the 20th day of May, 
1851, falsely, wickedly, and maliciously, compose and 
publish of ad concerning said plaintiff, a certain false, 
malicious and defamatory libel, in which he said; 

‘Now suppose, Doctor, I was to ask you if you ever 

abandoned the corpse of your wife at Paris and left her 
to be buried at the mercy of others.  Tell me not that 
your son was sick at Georgetown and that you left your 
wife unburied in order to come here and attend him.  I 
well know your son was sick, but I know also that when 
you reached Georgetown you found your son was well, 
but you had time to come to Danville before returning 
to Paris to be present at the funeral solemnities.   

“ ‘Now, Fellow Citizens, Whigs, Democrats, I ask you, 
would Fithian have laid down and slept securely if a 
political election had been on hand, in place of a dead 
wife, and his presence had been wanting in Paris.  I 
fancy I hear the answer coming up in thunder tones 
from every voter in the district.  No, sir.  He would have 
mounted his horse and with an energy and persever-
ance almost superhuman he would have faced fire and 
tempest in order to be there.  He would have had no 
more rest or peace of mind than he enjoyed when his 
blooded pigs fell under Uncle John Morgan’s cellar and 
Mr. Woodbury could not find them.  Go then and cast 
yourself down at her grave; water the green sod with 
tears of regret and penitence; then perchance Heaven 
may forgive you for abandoning the lifeless body of her 
who now lies in yonder graveyard.  Fellow citizens, Dr. 
Fithian should be frowned upon by every good and vir-
tuous man and woman for thus forsaking the corpse of 
her whom he had sworn at the altar of Hymen to love 
and to cherish.’” 

Ninety-five witnesses had been subpoenaed: Method-
ists, Presbyterians, and some without church affilia-
tion. Included were such well-known Vermilion County 
names as John Tincher, Samuel Frazier, W.W.R. Wood-
bury, Amos Williams, Eli Helmick, William Bandy, Sol-
omon Gilbert, John Cassady, Josiah Sandusky, Fannie 
Kingsbury, William J. Allen, Abram Mann, Joseph 
Gundy and scores of others. 

Examination of the witnesses concluded, the courtroom 
resounded for hour upon hour with the ringing voices of 
the great orators addressing the jury. The jury returned 
a verdict for the plaintiff, Dr. Fithian, and assessed 
damages in the amount of $547.90. 

The defendant Casseday paid the judgment promptly, 
and then for several years thereafter he would list on 
his personal property tax schedule, “The character of 
Dr. Fithian, $547.90, which I bought and paid for.”  

(Contributor’s Note – Converting 1851 dollar values to today, the suit 
was filed for approximately $363,000 and the amount awarded was 
approximately $17,400.) 
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First Presbyterian Church Staff 

Pastor/Head of Staff—Rev. Ann Schwartz, 

 revann@fpcdanville.org 

Office Manager—Sheila Smiley 

 sheilasmiley@fpcdanville.org 

Accounts Manager—Paula Spriestersbach 

 paulas@fpcdanville.org 

Youth Director—Kelly Whitehair 

 kellywhitehair@fpcdanville.org 

Music Director—Dotty de Torres 

 dottydetorres@hotmail.com 

Organist—position open 

Custodian—Beau Kingore 

 beaukingore458@gmail.com 

Nursery Director—Amy Iverson 

 amyiverson@fpcdanville.org 

Sound Booth Tech—Anne Binette 

 aeiou111779@gmail.com 

Nursery Attendants—Liz Briggs, Skilea Hall,  

 Joanie Hedlund 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
100 N FRANKLIN ST 
DANVILLE IL 61832-5795 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

First Presbyterian Church 
100 N. Franklin St. 
Danville, IL 61832 
(217) 442-0541 

www.fpcdanville.org 
 

Like us on Facebook 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

8:30 am—5:00 pm 


